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PERSONNEL

Jerry Leinecke(Refuge Manager).......Transferred 9/15/74
Stanley Cormeliuvs(Refuge Manager).........EOD 12/08/74
Hilma Volk(Assistant Refuge Manager)......EOD  8/25/7%
Mark Andersen(Biological Technician).Terminated 9/06/74
Robert Ladd (Vork-study)....c.c......Terminated 8/24/74
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I.

GENERAL

A. Weather Comditious

Rains in late July broke the month-long drought. August was
frequented by rains and thunderstorms. The fall was seasonably
pleasant. The first significant snowfall was three inches om Dec.
12, Mild winter temperatures prevailed until a cold snap on Jan.
11, Jan. 13 the temperature dropped to -11°,

There was hardly a week during the winter that there wasn't
measurable snowfall. High winds following a seven inch snowfall
on February 24 drifted roads shut throughout the area. The Town-
ship road leading to Trempealeau NWR was blocked for two days in
up to tea foot drifts. Total snowfall for the wimter was 56",

Heayy snow melt occurred from March 20 to March 25 when the
temperature again dropped to the zero mark. By April 20, snow
was gome from all but the north slopes and drifted areas. Jume
was hot and humid with freguent rains. High winds on June &4 up-
rooted several trees on the Trempealeau refuge.

B. Habitat Conditions (water and food an cover)

1 By mid-August, Mississippi River pool levels recovered to
normal having been low (down to 4.88 at Winona on July 6) during
the July drought. The river at Winoma continued to fluctuate
around the mormal (5.95) until a rapid rise beginning in mid-April.
The river crested at 16.6' at Winona on May 1. Flood stage is 13'.
Frequent rains in June raised river levels again to 9.01' on June
30.

Mississippi backwaters began freezing shut November 16. The
last of the Tow boats migrated south from Winona on December 20,

The Trempealeau River crossed the Trempealeau NWR emtrance
road on April 27, reached the level of the bridge deck and receded
by May 11. Durinmg this flooding a gate in the water comtrol struc-
ture on the Trempealeau River dike of the Delta Fish and Fur Farm
buckled under pressure allowing a six foot stream of water under
6-8 ft. head pressure to flow imto the Delta. Water levels raiesd
about two feet. There was concerm that the extra pressure and
high water would cause a newly repaired section of the dike to
break. Dropping water levels of the Trempealeau River eased the
problem. The Delta Fish and Fur Farm adjoins Trempealeau NIR,
and its dikes prevent the flooding of refuge buildings.

2. Food and cover: Stable water levels and minimal reinfall of
late summer and fall allowsd the Mississippi waters to become
unusually clear. Submerged vegetation was able to do considerably
well in some areas. Geese and puddle ducks using the Weaver @losed
Area tended to field feed off-refuge after the 4:00 PM Mimmescta
closing. By mid duck season pearly all feed in the Reiske Lake
Closed Area had been depleted and the other closed areas ware hurt-

ing.
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In the spring, off-refuge flooded fields were often used in
preference to the river due to high water levels.

March 1, one half mile above Fountaim City, 21 Burlington
Ballvay cers carrying grain and scrap metal derailed spilling into
the marsh of the Idlewild Game Farm. 15,000 sceup were observed
feasting on the grain in the slough below the accident.

Deer on Trempealeau R depleated mearly all acceible browse.
See Big Came Animals,

WILDLIFE

A. Migrstory Birds

1. Ducks: There were an estimated 5,726,000 duck use days dur-
ing FY on the Winoma District. Por fall, blue-winged teal peaked
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ber, Green-vinged teal peaked at 5000 the firet week in October
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b. Snow geese arrived the week ending September 21, peaked
at 480 the third week in October. MNo snow geese were observed in
the spring.

¢. White-fronted geese were seen for three weeks. The greate
eést number was 270 during the third week of Cecober,

3. Swans: Although one or two swans were seen throughout Cctober,
rusbers did wot arrive until early November. Peak was 3100 (2580
io fall of ¥Y 74 end 7770 1o FY 73). Many did not leave until late
December, Several swans wiatered on the river.

Thxse whistling swans were rescued off the ice at Weaver Marsh
on January 15, Two died within a few days; the other survived for
8 mouth ia falling condition uatil put out of its aisery. Ome of
these was sent to the University of Mimaesota for research.

ia the spring, swans peaked at 6500 (compared to 10,000 ia FY
7 and 375 ia 7Y 73) the second week in April,

_ a, Abowt 300 breeding coot are om the refuge in the suvamer
(Winena District). Fall peak was estimated st $8,000 in mid=Dotober.
Spring peak was 21,000 the second week in April,

b. No Virgiaia or king rails were cbserved this FY although
there have been some cbservations in previous years. Sora rail had
@n estimated production of 450, a2 peak of 1300 ia early Juiy, and
110,460 vse days during the FY,

¢, Common Gallinule nest on the district. The peak was esti~
mated at 40 birds the end of Jume,

S. Other Yater Birds;

a., WKgret: Great egrets mest in three known rookeries, but the
thanmkny-dtumdbynr-hummhnmm.
Production was astimated at 620 and the peak at 1500 birds.

A few cattle egrets were obgerved by birders durisg the mouths
of August and May.

b. Herons and Bitterns: Great blue herous, more nwso:ous than
the egrets, nest in these same rockeries. Peak population was este
imated at 3600, production at 200.

Green herons are frequently seen. Estimated production wvas
300 birds.

Little blue herons werc observed several times arcund the
“‘Wtum.
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¢. Crebes: Fied-billed grebes are in the area wid-Mavch

through early November. mmmmmmmmyz;




:
i
:
i
i
:
i
!

uucmdwmmmmuamsmm
week ending 5/2.

d. Cormorants: Ko double -crested commorant rookeries
have been located im recent years. About 30 were cbserved em
eua:ummmmmwmlym. An estimated
20 cormorants used the
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Among the uncommon sightings reported by birders during early to
mid May were semipalmated plovers, Hudsonian godwits, wvimbrels,
Wilson's phalarcpes, ruddy turnstones, and dunlins,

Only a few of these birds wianter on the refuge. Production
was estimated at 500 birds, with a peak of 2080 on 8/10.

B, Upland Game Birds:

Ho known wild Turkey are on the Pistrict although there prob-
ably will be in a few years as the Minnesota DNR's stocked flock
continues to expand.

Ruffed grouse are commonly seen on the bluffs, higher islands,
and ocn Trempealeau refuge,

The district has very little pheasant or quail habitat
for Trempealeauy re (::unthnmmuimuynfu)ma

porti ver
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county in the fall,

C. Big Geme

White-tailed deer Trempea
WR. By late fall thive g B X 308 the 103 oeavesless
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High deer

numbers are good for public wildlife obe
servation, but not for the deer. There were an este
imated 120+ deer on the 700 acre Trempealeau WWR at
the start of the winter. We are planning a special
state season for this area and the nearby Perrot State
Park in the fall of 1976. Up to 40 animals will be
removed from the refuge.
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A severe browse line has developed on the refuge and
is most noticable on the pine plantings. Oaly adult
animals are able to reach enough fool. Fawns and
smaller deer have v:sy Fittle to feed on. An estimated
75% of the fawns died this winter and heavier losses
are expected this coming winter.




Nearly all available browse depleted, deer on starvatioa
diets began stripping bark from the younger pime trees.

#- fux Spimels, Predators, Rodepts, and Other Mammals

A record number of trappers took 29,074 muskrat compare to
30,884 e previous year -- See Fur Harvest. Spring muskra® mortale-
ity wvas much higher than in 1974 due to high water levels. Area
trappers have expressed concern about the coming season. Some
would like to see it closed for a year.

Red fox, which had widespread mange in 1973, were scarcer in
1974 and are aow on he imcrease. Highest numbers om the district
vere estimated at 320,

The skunk population seems to be very high; they ave fraqueatly
m.

Cottontail rabbit mumbers are apparently on the crest of a
eyele. They have been unusually abundant on Trempealeau WVR and
this portion of Wisconsin.



Holes dug out from the frozea ground in Pebruary evidenced
the presence of badger on Trempealeau WWR.

©. Hewke, Eagles, Owls. Ete.:

Red-esiled bewks are common yesr-round, with an estimated
peak of 250 birds the first week in April, Redeshou®deved is a
less abundant resident., Marsh hawk heve been seem tbhrough late
Bovember during the year. Broad-winged nmigrate through in mumbers,
and rough~legged hawks are occasionally seen in the winter. A
goshavk was observed om Trempealeau WR in mid-January.

Eagle counts were made almost every week during the wiater,

sumber of bald eagles observed on one count was 72 (55

adults and 17 immatures) the week onding Docember 21. Estimated
peak was 180 birds.

A pair of bald sagles weve reportadly seen throughout the
susmeyr (1975) in the Stocktom Valley area.

An unusual depredations case toxk place on a farm east of
Alma, Mr, Prauklin Dowiasch claimed thst eagles were %illing
his donmestic geese. Six geese from o Ffloek of 500 were takea in

one week., Two immsture and one adult were chserved by the farmer

M on the geese. Richard Wetzel, state supervisor (PiA-FN),
ﬂummﬂﬂmemthwdcmmﬂnon
scare the birds, and issued a scare permit. Reportedly, the eagles
take a few geese., The first geese taken were im early

to
wummuy sighted golden eagles during the
cooler months.
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The most common owl species om the district are the Great
horned, barred, screech and sawv-whet., No snowy owl were observed

this year.

Crows have croated ao knowa significant problem om the
district. A sumber of persoms have asked guestions rogarding the
shootlag of crows.

Turkey vultures can He seen duriag sprimg adgration and
throughout the sumer. As estimated peak of 50 was reached the
last week ia May.

Seher Blzds
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IXI. PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND HAINTENANCE

A. Ehysical Develcpmen:

The interior of the lodge was paiated under tontract with
the Paint Depot of Winoua ia July.

Tue Army Reserves of Onalaska work ca the Wildlife Drive
on Cctober 27, S8igns for the drive were erected for a May open=
iog. The Wiscomsin Highway Department installed directional
sigus to Trempealeau WR on Cotober 28,

Vianyl flooring replaced the 1anmmm-., and
hardwood floors were sanded and réfinished under contract during
the vacancy between nanagess.

Upgradivg of the lodge plusbing was finally completed ia
the spring. At last there is ocutside wvater and functiomal toilets
for seheol group use,

Closed Aress were posted as usval,

B. Plamtings:

None

C. Collections apd Receipts:

. i. Grain:
The corn bin was lu&dﬂﬁﬁ!%hddﬂtﬂm
tmmmn

2, Specimens:
mem-ml-dbuh(ﬂuhmﬂ%u)mm
tmmrm-tuumlhuhunruuehn.dm
scte Raptor Climie,
One dead swan was gives to the U, of Misnesota for research.
See Wildlife, Swans.

D. Comtrel of Veetation:

Dutch elw disesse has spread threughout the district ale
though there are still meny live trees. A permittee on TeePee-
m!ﬁumﬂmnﬁui&mmutkumum.
Area Porester, confirmed that the tree was diseased,

Luufommsmumtungqmummm
thmm:huhrasmduﬁelumthﬂmbnm
are a veservoir for the discase.

mexutmsmmmlmmmnm
landing., mmmulmmlmm;tbatthlmmo
would fall on his pantcon boat :




E. Elspned Burning:

Approximately three scres were burned under the prescribed
burning plan on May 16 to evaluate the effects of burning at
that date on black locust. At that cime it waa felt chat a

good kill was not mcde simce green vegetation was sufficient
to retard burning somevhat and sprouting quickly cceurvred. The
project was terminated until late summer. However, later

evaluation showed that despite sprouting e geod kill was achieved.
F. Eires:
SHone .

The above area was burned in early May,
appronémately 3-4 weeks before this photo was
taken. The kill of the smaller trees was good,
but few trees over six feet tall were killed,
Resprouting was rapid after this spring burn. We
will be observing this ares for the effects of the
fire on the grass species.



iv.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

A. Grasieg:

Three grazing permits were {ssued for the period of June 1
to October 1, 1974. Since refuge lands ave contiguous with private
lands on these grazing areas, each animal is estimated to be using
the refuge about ome-tenth of the time grazed. A total of 162 head
utilized 74.6 Ant's, At a fee of $2.00/AUM, refuge receipts
totaled $149.0C,

Of 243 trappers reporting, 29,074 muskrats were taken for a
value of $77,345.34, At the time of reporting, 462 muskrats had
aot been sold end 27 persons reporting had not trapped. Average
price was $2.68 per rat; Average income per active trapper was
$358.08, Six and one half per cent were taken in pool 6, 18% in
pool 5A, 31.8% in pool 5, 38.9% in pool 4, and 4.8% in unkaown
areas.

mmdﬂmmuummod”.n.
59 raccoon at 10.12 dollars, and seven fox at $30.00 each.

The refuge wed .to beaver trapping inm the Mimmesota portiou.
The year before the Wiscousin side was closed and Mimnesotans could
trap. Thirty five trappers got 253 at an average price of $14.45,

Total reported revemue to trappers was $81,389.62.

D. Zigbex Bemoval:

Six firewood permits were issued to cut dead and down wood
!umwlwtmmmul:emulmﬂwlm
WR, PFee was $2.50 per cord.

There was no other timber program this year.

E. Commevcial Fishing:

One permit for a commercial fish holding pond remsine in
effect, with revenue totaling §100.00. The states administer
all commercial fishing permits.

In May of 1975 a load of carp taken from Lake Pepin for
interstate shipment was spot checked by the Food and Drug Adminis~
tration. Concentrations of PCBs (Pelychlorinated Biphynols) were
found in excese of the 5 ppm limit. This closed down commercial
fighing in Lake Pepin.

An Ianteragency Task Force om PCB monitoriag and sampling was
set up. Concentrations of conceran were found as far up river as
Elk River and Monticello on the Mississippi end the Mimmesota
River at Mankato. Pish below Lake Pepin were generally safe for
consumption.
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Host of cthe 300+ dock and boathouse permits on the
district involve simple docks, steps, and small storage
sheds. However, there is continued development for
larger structures. The refuge generally owns only a
suall strip of land to the top of the bank. The private
land beyoud has been develeped into lots with summer
homes and cottages. Most owners feel they have “docking
rights” with their lot and should be able to build whate
ever they want.

Docks like this one, no longer meet refuge permit rege
ulations and are definitely am eyesore. Many are cut
loose to float away in the spring floods, rather thanm
repair or remove. Ve are attempting to cancel many of

the permits for these "unsaintained” ones and require
removal .



V. FIELD INVESTICATIONS OR APPLIED RESRARCH

A. Eandiog:

Ninety wood ducks of the 200 duck district quota were band-
ed from the canmon met sight in the Nelsou Bottoms amnd swim-in
traps on the Delta Fish & Fur Farm.

B. Graduate Regearch:

Mark Andersem (GS-5 Biological Technician, summer 1974),
graduate studenmt at the University of Wiscomsin, Steveas Point,
has been doing research (1974-1975) om the causes of decreased
migrant waterfowl use of Weaver Marsh for his Masters Thesis.
The investigation cuscsacrates on the presence or absemce of
important waterfowl foods (planmt and iuvertebrate). Causal
relationships will be ascertaimed if possible.
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PUBLIC RELATIONS

A. Recreationel Use:

An estimated 296,800 visits were made to the district in
FY 75. Principle use was by fishermen, who comprised 157,500
of the vieits or 531, HNon-wildlife oriented use remains high
with 153,400 visits for recreational boating, 19,000 for camp-
ing, 20,000 for picuicking, and 50,800 for swimming.

Visits for wildlife observation were estimated at nearly
14,000, and there over 35,700 visits involving wildlands appre~
ciation.

The Prairie’s Edge Wildlife Drive on Trempealeau WR was
first opened in May and received 1240 visitors during the two
month period,

Gale~Ettric~Trempealeau schools held & summer camping and
outdoor education experience program (totaling eight weeks) oa
the Trempealeau Refuge. Although this particular program was
considered worth while and created mo problems, the decision
was made not to allow further camping on Trempealesu. This
decision wvas made after numerous other groups of high integrity
expressed desires to use the refuge for extended camping prog-
rams. Perrot State Park is nearby and has both the facilities
and maintenance crew and funding. Croups are welcome to use
the refuge during the day.

Grand Opening? The Prairie’s Edge Wildlife Drive
became the refuge's first imterpretive boat trail

uatil the Trempealeau River settled back within
its banks.



3. BRefuge Visits:

Les Beaty of the RO inspected the district on October 11.
Al Johnson, Area Forester, iespected for Dutch elm disease
on Teepeecta Peirnt asd later visited to discuss the burnivg
’llld
gsee also Refuge Participation.

¢. Refuge Paxtisipatiom:

pistrict personnel participated in or presented 68 programs
to 5880 persons. These included career programs, slide talks,
filme, BE sctivities and duck identification sessions. While

a few groups included colleges, boy scouts, sportsmen, citizen

action groups and enviromwental organizatiouns.
Anw-up-mnmmmmuqumau

ninute video tape meummmu students

The Govenor's m:ml.muu Committes held 2

leau.
Eight pews articles and releases on the refuge were pub~

Pistrict Manager Leinecke was ncminated for Trempealeau
fgitizen of the M' .
Assistant DM Volk attended the Service's Sign Coordinators’
Meeting.
pistrict perscnnel met with state personnel for neetings
the following: proposals for a deer huat at
MR and Perrot State park, haszing of waterfowl using scare

Public hearings the of ions of HNY
14, the p mtunp'mlu.mmmr-mm
at . The district mt“t’lt.‘hmr dredge spol

m-mmzm-uumuuw-

P
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docks.




E. Vielstiocus:

The following apprehentions were made by district and Winons
office personmel;
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two large old barus, and several other old buildings. There are
several miles of dirt and gravel roads and several small earth dikes
across small chanwels and ponde. The only major facility which
vould require maintenance is the Trespealeau River dikes and comtrol
structures. Deirylsad Power Co. is spending mearly $50,000.00 this
fall to riperap snd repair some bad areas, which will put this
facility im good condition. The main Mississippi River dike is
owned and maintained by the Burlinmgton-Horthern Railroced. The
Greenbay and Westera Railroad owns a dike crossing the imterier

of the Delta.

As part of the refuge, the ares would probably be managed
similiar to past years, exccpt at least portion mould be open to
public hunting, fishing, and trapping. Because of its isclation
from the river, it would be a valuable ares for biological and
ecological research.

These lands of the Delta Fish and Fur Farm have receatly
been acquired by Dairyland Power Co. for possible land emchange
purposes. Located between the Upper Mississippi MR and Tresp-
ealeau WR, it woild make an excellent addition. Trempealeau
R dws orginally established in 1934, with the intent of purchasing
these lands. However, terms could never be agreed wpon. How, &0
years later, we may yet acquire the land., With it, the research,
faterpretive, and enviromental educatiomal programs of Trempealeau
and Upper Mississippi refuges can really be expanded,



Jerry Lleinmecke, district manager since 1969, took the pos-
ition of assistant memager at Sherburne WR in September. In
December, the district menager's position was filled by Stanley
Cornelius, former sssistant manager from Monte Vista Refuge in
Colorado.

Also in September, the district gained an assistant district
manager. This was filled by Miss Hilma Volk. Hilma had spent the
past two years as che public use specialist in the Winona office
80 she was already quite familiar with the distwice.

Safety
There were no reportable accidents during the year, Safety

was dieussed at the regular staff weetings. Permaneat employees
actemded eight hours of Defensive Driving Imstructiom in May.
Safety was discussed with NYC employeses and leather gloves and
hard hats were issued to all sumer employees.

Credits
This eatire report, except for this section, was writtea

and typed by Assistant Manager Volk. Pictures were taken throughe
out the year by Volk and Cornelius.

Date: Submitted W!_M_%/(l
Stanley Cotnelius

District HManager

Date: Approved by:

Wayne Gueswel
Refuge Manager
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